
Agenda for VA HSR&D Data Interest Group 
HSR&D National Meeting, February 21, 2007 

 
Theme:  VA Researchers’ Need for a Complete Picture of Patient Care 
 
Goals:  To generate research policy questions;  
      discuss practical research problems of VA researchers;  
     share solutions and insights into use of datasets. 
 
Background 

• Vast majority of VA patients have other options for health care services.1 
• VA researchers should obtain non-VA utilization when studying: 

 Quality of care, e.g., to find preventable hospitalizations, emergency care, follow-up 
care2-3 

 Risk adjustment4 
 Cost implications 
 Care coordination 

 
Types of studies requiring a complete picture of patient care 

• Randomized, controlled trials  - Discussion led by Ann Hendricks 
 Claims 
 Self-reports, surveys 

• Observational studies - Discussion led by Steven Pizer 
 
More about data 

• Workgroups on Medicare utilization data on Friday – VIReC and Matt Maciejewski 
• Medicaid data 
• Need for descriptions of non-VA benefits 
• Survey datasets 

 MCBS – Handout from Yvonne Jonk 
 Summary handout from Austin Frakt 

 
Materials from the group meeting will be available at:  www.hcfe.research.va.gov
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